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Union of Arab Chambers Participates In the Regional Capacity-

B Building Workshop on Financing the Transformation of Agri-
Food Systems

The Union of Arab Chambers
participated in the "Regional Capacity
Building Workshop on Financing
the Transformation of Agri-Food
Systems" hosted by the Tunisian
capital, Tunis, during the period
January 20-23, 2025, under the
auspices of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO).

The workshop aimed to highlight
the problem of under-financing in
Agri-Food systems in the Near East
and North Africa region, focusing
on innovative solutions to bridge the
financial gap and achieve a radical
transformation in regional food
systems. This will be done with the
participation of a group of experts,
stakeholders, and change-makers to
develop practical strategies to achieve
the second goal of the Sustainable
Development Goals, which focuses
on eliminating hunger and promoting
sustainable agriculture.

The workshop included discussions
and practical exercises aimed at
developing investable projects to transform agri-food systems in
a way that contributes to enhancing food security in the region.
Dr. Najwa Zhar, Sustainable Development Expert at the Union
of Arab Chambers, participated in the interactive session of the
workshop, where she discussed the vital role of the private sector
in transforming agri-food systems in the Arab region. In her
speech, she noted the importance of the private sector in driving
innovation, strengthening market links, and developing sustainable
practices, which contributes to enhancing food security, economic
development, and resilience in the agricultural sector. She pointed
out the need to enhance cooperation between all concerned parties,
create supportive political environments, and devise financing
solutions that contribute to accelerating the transformation of
agricultural food systems in the region.

The workshop also highlighted the importance of cooperation
between the public and private sectors, and the use of innovative
financing solutions such as blended financing and green bonds to
achieve a sustainable transformation in agri-food systems.
Source (Union of Arab Chambers)

B Egyptian Gold Exports to Exceed $ 2.8 Billion in 2024

Egypt's exports of gold and precious
stones jumped 74 percent during the
first 11 months of 2024, to record
$ 2.85 billion, compared to $ 1.64
billion in the same period of 2023.
The UAE's imports of Egyptian gold
and precious stones rose by 103
percent during the January-November
period last year, to record $ 1.76
billion, compared to $ 874 million in
the same period last year.

Switzerland raised its imports of
Egyptian gold by 193 percent to $ 1
billion during the mentioned period,
compared to % 364 million in the same period in 2023.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://uac-org.org/ar/News/details/7167/اتحاد-الغرف-العربية-يشارك-في-الورشة-الإقليمية-لبناء-القدرات-حول-تمويل-تحوّل-النظم-الزراعية-الغذائية
https://uac-org.org/ar/News/details/7167/اتحاد-الغرف-العربية-يشارك-في-الورشة-الإقليمية-لبناء-القدرات-حول-تمويل-تحوّل-النظم-الزراعية-الغذائية
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/exclusive/2025/01/27/%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-2-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-11-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/exclusive/2025/01/27/%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-2-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-11-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7

B Government Debt is Worrying.. $130 Trillion by 2028!

The Institute of International Finance [
has predicted that by 2028, government i
debt will reach $130 trillion, a growth g
of 35 percent from its levels at the
end of last year. U.S. debt issuances
will be the world's largest driver of
government debt, along with bond '
issuance on global markets.

About 20 percent of the projected
increase in debt will come from the
United States, with the latest estimates by the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) predicting that U.S. federal government debt
will rise from 98 percent of GDP in 2024 to more than 105 percent
of GDP in 2028, before surpassing an all-time high of 106 percent
recorded after World War 11, by 2029.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

Il “Meta” to Invest $65 Billion in Al in 2025

Meta (Facebook and Instagram) plans
to invest up to $65 billion this year,
50 percent more than it invested in
2024, to strengthen its position in the
Al race.

Meta President Mark Zuckerberg
noted, "This year will be key to AL
In 2025, I look forward to Meta Al
becoming the main Al assistant serving
more than a billion people, becoming
Lama 4, the key advanced model, and
creating an Al-based engineer who
will increasingly contribute to our
R&D efforts."

He revealed that between $60 billion and $65 billion will be used
to significantly expand the teams dedicated to technology and to
create the necessary infrastructure.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

B “IMF” Expects UAE Economy to Grow 4 Percent in 2025

The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) expects the UAE to maintain
strong economic growth in the near
term, with GDP growing by 4 percent jie
this year, despite lower oil production %%
as a result of OPEC+ agreements. The
IMF also expects inflation to remain
under control at 2 percent, despite
rising housing-related costs.

The International Monetary Fund has
predicted that the fiscal surplus will
slow to about 4 percent of GDP in 2025, compared to about 5
percent last year. In terms of the banking sector, according to
the IMF, strong domestic activity and flexible demand for credit
supported the profitability of UAE banks in light of high interest
rates.

Source (Al-Rai Kuwaiti Newspaper, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5104985-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-65-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2025
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5104985-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-65-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2025
https://www.alraimedia.com/article/1715994/%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-4-2025
https://www.alraimedia.com/article/1715994/%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-4-2025
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/26/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%84%D9%82-130-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84-2028-
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/26/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%84%D9%82-130-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84-2028-

B Contraction in Manufacturing Sector Activity in China

According to the latest survey from China's National Bureau of
Statistics, China's manufacturing sector contracted in January.
The sector's purchasing managers' index fell in January to 49.1
points. A reading below 50 indicates a contraction in the sector's
economic activity, while a reading above 50 indicates growth in
activity.

The pace of growth in services activity slowed, with the sector's
purchasing managers' index recording 50.2 points compared to
52.2 points last month. The composite index, which includes the
manufacturing and services sectors, fell to 50.1 points, while it
was expected to fall to 52.1 points from 52.2 points in December.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

Gold Declines amid the Rise in the Dollar and Anticipation of

the Federal Reserve’s Interest Rate Decision
Gold prices fell during early Asian
trading on Monday as the dollar
rose, as investors await the interest
rate decision that will be issued
by the first meeting of the Federal
Reserve (US central bank) in 2025.
Spot gold fell 0.1 percent
to $2,768.01 an ounce. U.S.
gold futures fell 0.2 percent to
$2,772.70.
Among other precious metals, spot
silver fell 0.3 percent to $30.52 an ounce. Palladium fell 0.8
percent to $979.72. Platinum fell 0.4 percent to $945.20.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/27/%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%83%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B7-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B5%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/27/%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%83%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B7-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B5%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/01/27/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/01/27/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9

